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Simply put, Winterâ€™s Children is a celebration of the pure, naked joy that burns at the heart of

snowboarding. Tellingly absent from this unusual series of photographs is the brash consumerism

that not merely clutters, but absolutely defines the snowboarding industry today. With an

introduction from legendary snowboarder Peter Line, the book serves as both a commentary on the

commercial snowboarding industry and a playful hybrid of youth culture and nature photography. Â 

During the winter of 2010, photographer, filmmaker, and former sponsored snowboarder, Jim

Mangan, left an 11-year career in the business side of snowboarding and lit out for the remote

backcountry of Idahoâ€™s Sawtooth Mountains to recharge and redirect. Accompanying him were

seven accomplished snowboardersâ€”including his college friend, Peter Sutherland, now a

renowned photographer and artist, as well as rising stars of the sportâ€™s next generation, like

Laura Hadar and Alex Andrews. Away from the corporate sponsors, the perfectly manicured terrain

parks and halfpipes, and the ever-present audience, the riders literally stripped away all

artificeâ€”along with their clothingâ€”in a powerful artistic statement that honors the original roots of

the sport. Â  Using vintage snowboards from the early 1980s, and clad only in vibrant Native

American blankets that contrast with the stark winter landscape, the seven riders soared naked and

uninhibited down empty slopes. Mangan captures not just the action, but the unfolding of emotion

on intentionally grainy 35 mm film that reflects the ethos of snowboardingâ€™s early years. â€œAs I

exited the snowboarding business, I wanted to recreate the feelings that originally drew me to the

sport,â€• explains Mangan. â€œThis project is an exaggerated overstatement of those feelings.â€• Â 

Ultimately, for the photographer, the riders, and the viewers, Winterâ€™s Children becomes a

baptism, with the cold snow washing away the neon filth of consumerism and serving as a bracing

reminder of snowboardingâ€™s pure origins.
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The photography in Winter's Children is just stunning....the stark winter landscape is beautifully

juxtaposed by the snowboarders clad in little else but brightly-hued Indian blankets.The antithesis of

the stereotypical Mountain Dew/x-games imagery associated with snowboarding, the artist captures

the joy of snowboarding in its purest form.
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